
Advanced Theatre History and Technical Milestones
Theatre Arts  ·  Practice Test  ·  15 Questions

1. In what year did the Lord Chamberlain's Men, Shakespeare's acting company,
officially become the King's Men under the royal patronage of James I?

A) 1599

B) 1603

C) 1608

D) 1613

2. How many lines are contained in the standard version of the play 'The Seagull' by
Anton Chekhov?

A) 1,250

B) 1,840

C) 2,360

D) 3,120

3. The Theatre, the first permanent playhouse in London, was constructed by James
Burbage in which specific year?

A) 1572

B) 1576

C) 1580

D) 1584

4. The longest-running production in the history of the West End, 'The Mousetrap' by
Agatha Christie, opened at the Ambassadors Theatre on what exact date?

A) 25 November 1952

B) 14 January 1953

C) 12 October 1954

D) 18 March 1955

5. Who was the first female playwright to have a work publicly performed in England,
credited with 'The Tragedy of Mariam' in 1613?

A) Aphra Behn

B) Elizabeth Cary

C) Mary Sidney

D) Susanna Centlivre
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6. The modern 'proscenium arch' theatre design was solidified by the opening of the
Teatro Farnese in Parma, Italy, in which year?

A) 1618

B) 1628

C) 1638

D) 1648

7. How many acts constitute the original version of 'The Importance of Being Earnest'
by Oscar Wilde when it premiered at St James's Theatre in 1895?

A) Two

B) Three

C) Four

D) Five

8. Augusto Boal, founder of the 'Theatre of the Oppressed', was born in which year?

A) 1921

B) 1931

C) 1941

D) 1951

9. The first Tony Awards ceremony was held at the Waldorf Astoria hotel on April 6 of
which year?

A) 1944

B) 1945

C) 1946

D) 1947

10. In Stanislavski's 'An Actor Prepares', how many 'elements of the system' are
formally identified as the core pillars of his acting method?

A) 5

B) 7

C) 9

D) 11

11. The Berliner Ensemble was founded by Bertolt Brecht and Helene Weigel in East
Berlin in which year?

A) 1947

B) 1948

C) 1949

D) 1950
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12. How many plays are attributed to the Ancient Greek dramatist Aeschylus, out of
which only seven have survived?

A) Over 70

B) Over 90

C) Over 110

D) Over 130

13. The first recorded performance of a Japanese Noh play under the patronage of
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu occurred in which year?

A) 1374

B) 1388

C) 1402

D) 1415

14. Tennessee Williams won his second Pulitzer Prize for Drama for which play in 1955?

A) The Glass Menagerie

B) A Streetcar Named Desire

C) Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

D) Sweet Bird of Youth

15. The Royal Shakespeare Company was officially granted its Royal Charter under the
name 'Royal Shakespeare Theatre' in which year?

A) 1958

B) 1960

C) 1961

D) 1963
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