
Foundational Geopolitical Concepts and Historical Events
Geopolitics  ·  Practice Test  ·  8 Questions

1. Which geopolitical theory, popularized by Alfred Thayer Mahan, emphasized the
importance of naval power and control of sea lanes for national dominance?

A) Heartland Theory

B) Rimland Theory

C) Sea Power Theory

D) Chokepoint Strategy

2. The 'Scramble for Africa' in the late 19th century was largely formalized by which
international conference, which regulated European colonization and trade in Africa?

A) Congress of Vienna

B) Treaty of Versailles

C) Berlin Conference

D) Yalta Conference

3. The Cold War ideological and geopolitical struggle primarily occurred between which
two superpowers?

A) United States and Japan

B) Soviet Union and Germany

C) United States and Soviet Union

D) United Kingdom and France

4. Halford Mackinder's 'Heartland Theory' posited that control over which geographical
region was key to global domination?

A) The islands of the Pacific

B) The maritime peripheries of Eurasia

C) The vast Eurasian interior

D) North America

5. The Suez Crisis of 1956, a significant geopolitical event, involved the
nationalization of the Suez Canal by which country?

A) Israel

B) Syria

C) Egypt

D) Jordan
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6. The Truman Doctrine, a cornerstone of US foreign policy during the Cold War, was
primarily aimed at preventing the spread of which ideology?

A) Fascism

B) Imperialism

C) Communism

D) Monarchism

7. Which historical event marked the end of the Cold War and led to a unipolar world
order for a period?

A) The Korean War

B) The Cuban Missile Crisis

C) The Fall of the Berlin Wall

D) The Vietnam War

8. The geopolitical concept of 'buffer states' refers to countries situated between
two larger, often rival, powers, serving to prevent direct conflict. Which of the
following historically served as a buffer state between the Russian Empire and the
Ottoman Empire?

A) Afghanistan

B) Poland

C) Persia (Iran)

D) Finland
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