Criminal Justice Fundamentals

Criminal Justice - Practice Test - 19 Questions

1. Which legal principle, established in the landmark case of *Miranda v. Arizona*,
mandates that criminal suspects be informed of their constitutional rights, including
the right to remain silent and the right to an attorney, before police interrogation?

A) Exclusionary Rule
B) Habeas Corpus
C) Due Process

D) Miranda Rights

2. The concept of 'mens rea' in criminal law refers to:

A) The act itself (actus reus)

B) The mental state or intent of the perpetrator

C) The physical evidence collected at a crime scene
D) The victim's contribution to the crime

3. What is the primary purpose of the writ of habeas corpus in the criminal justice
system?

A) To grant a pardon to a convicted individual

B) To compel a government official to produce a prisoner and justify their detention

C) To allow for the appeal of a jury's verdict

D) To authorize the search of a suspect's property

4. The Exclusionary Rule, a key component of the Fourth Amendment, generally prevents
what from being used as evidence in a criminal trial?

A) Confessions obtained through coercion

B) Testimony from eyewitnesses

C) Evidence obtained in violation of the suspect's constitutional rights
D) DNA evidence from the crime scene

5. In the adversarial system of justice, what is the role of the prosecutor?

A) To defend the accused

B) To present evidence on behalf of the state and argue for conviction

C) To act as an impatrtial judge

D) To investigate the crime and gather evidence independently of the police
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6. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees the right to a speedy and
public trial?

A) Fourth Amendment
B) Fifth Amendment
C) Sixth Amendment
D) Eighth Amendment

7. The 'beyond a reasonable doubt' standard of proof is required for what in a
criminal trial?

A) Issuing a search warrant

B) A guilty verdict

C) Appointing a public defender
D) A preliminary hearing

8. What does the term 'recidivism' refer to in the context of corrections?

A) The rehabilitation of offenders

B) The process of police arrest

C) The rate at which convicted criminals re-offend
D) The legal defense of insanity

9. The legal concept of 'stare decisis' is fundamental to common law systems and
means:

A) A judge must always follow precedent set by higher courts
B) Laws are only valid if they are written down

C) Guilt must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt

D) A defendant has the right to legal counsel

10. What is the primary function of a grand jury?

A) To determine the guilt or innocence of a defendant

B) To decide on the sentence for a convicted offender

C) To decide whether there is sufficient evidence to formally charge someone with a crime
D) To select jurors for a trial

11. The 'fruit of the poisonous tree' doctrine is an extension of which legal
principle?

A) Right to counsel
B) Double jeopardy
C) Exclusionary Rule
D) Self-incrimination
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12. Which branch of the criminal justice system is primarily responsible for enforcing
laws and apprehending suspects?

A) Courts

B) Corrections

C) Law Enforcement
D) Legislation

13. The Fifth Amendment protects individuals against what specific legal wrong?

A) Unreasonable searches and seizures
B) Cruel and unusual punishment

C) Self-incrimination

D) Lack of legal counsel

14. What is the difference between 'probation’ and 'parole’ in corrections?

A) Probation is supervised release before conviction, parole is after.

B) Probation is served in the community under supervision, parole is early release from
prison.

C) Probation involves prison time, parole does not.

D) There is no significant difference between probation and parole.

15. The 'due process' clause in the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments guarantees that
the government cannot deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without:

A) A jury verdict

B) The prosecutor's recommendation

C) Due course of law

D) The victim's consent

16. Which historical legal document is considered a foundational basis for many modern
criminal justice principles, particularly concerning limitations on governmental
power?

A) The Code of Hammurabi

B) The Magna Carta

C) The Declaration of Independence
D) The Bill of Rights

17. What is the legal term for the formal accusation by a grand jury that there is
sufficient evidence to bring a defendant to trial?

A) Verdict

B) Indictment
C) Plea

D) Sentence
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18. The concept of 'concurrent sentences' means that:

A) Multiple prison sentences are served one after the other.

B) Multiple prison sentences are served at the same time.

C) Sentences are determined by the victim's wishes.

D) Sentences are served in different jurisdictions simultaneously.

19. Which of the following is NOT a fundamental element typically required to prove a
criminal offense?

A) Actus Reus (the guilty act)

B) Mens Rea (the guilty mind)

C) Damnum Absque Injuria (harm without legal injury)

D) Concurrence (the act and mental state occurring together)
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