Typography Essentials: A Deep Dive

Typography - Answer Key - 19 Questions

1. Which typeface, designed by Claude Garamond in the 16th century, is considered a

guintessential example of Old Style serif typography and has influenced countless
subsequent designs?

A) Baskerville

B) Garamond

C) Caslon

D) Times New Roman

2. The term 'kerning' in typography refers to:

A) The vertical space between lines of text.

B) The overall width of a character.

C) Adjusting the space between specific pairs of characters.
D) The slant of italicized letters.

3. What is the primary characteristic that distinguishes a sans-serif typeface from a
serif typeface?

A) Sans-serif fonts have a heavier weight.

B) Sans-serif fonts lack serifs (small decorative strokes) at the ends of letterforms.
C) Sans-serif fonts are always in uppercase.

D) Sans-serif fonts have a wider x-height.

4. Who is widely credited with designing the Helvetica typeface, a globally recognized
sans-serif font known for its neutrality and legibility?

A) Paul Renner

B) Adrian Frutiger
C) Massimo Vignelli
D) Max Miedinger

5. In typography, 'leading' refers to:

A) The width of a character.

B) The space between letters.

C) The vertical space between lines of text.
D) The style of the typeface (e.qg., bold, italic).
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6. Which 20th-century typeface, designed by Jan Tschichold, is renowned for its use in
the Penguin Books series and embodies the principles of modern sans-serif design?

A) Futura
B) Univers
C) Gill sans
D) Helvetica

7. The term 'x-height' in typography specifically denotes:
A) The height of capital letters.
B) The height of the lowercase letter 'x' in a typeface.

C) The total height of the ascenders in lowercase letters.
D) The depth of the descenders in lowercase letters.

8. The Gutenberg Bible, printed in the mid-15th century, was set in which style of
type that mimicked handwritten script and was common in medieval Europe?

A) Roman

B) Italic

C) Blackletter
D) Gothic

9. What is the primary function of a'ligature' in typography?

A) To increase the weight of a typeface.

B) To combine two or more characters into a single glyph for aesthetic or legibility
reasons.

C) To add decorative flourishes to letters.

D) To adjust the spacing between words.

10. Which influential typeface, designed by Frederic Goudy, is known for its elegance
and has been a staple for text for over a century?

A) Goudy Old Style
B) Palatino

C) Optima

D) Trajan

11. In the context of type classification, what distinguishes a 'slab serif' or
'Egyptian’ typeface?

A) It has very thin, delicate serifs.

B) It has thick, block-like serifs.

C) It has no serifs at all.

D) It features highly decorative, swash-like serifs.
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12. The Bauhaus school, a major influence on modern design, championed which type of
typeface as a reflection of its functional and rational principles?

A) Blackletter
B) Slab Serif
C) Sans-serif
D) Script

13. Which typeface, designed by William Addison Dwiggins, is considered one of the
first designed specifically for mass production and machine typesetting?

A) Garamond

B) Caledonia

C) Times New Roman
D) Baskerville

14. The concept of 'hierarchy' in typography is primarily achieved through the
strategic use of:

A) Kerning and leading.

B) Color and texture.

C) Size, weight, and style.

D) All of the above, but with emphasis on kerning.

15. What is an 'ascender' in typography?

A) The part of a lowercase letter that extends below the baseline (e.g., the tail of 'p").

B) The part of a lowercase letter that extends above the x-height (e.g., the top of 'h").
C) The main body of a letter, excluding ascenders and descenders.

D) The decorative stroke at the end of a letterform.

16. Which type designer is responsible for the highly legible and influential Futura
typeface, known for its geometric forms?

A) Adrian Frutiger
B) Paul Renner

C) Max Miedinger
D) Jan Tschichold

17. The term 'tracking' in typography refers to:

A) The vertical space between lines of text.

B) The overall spacing of a selected block of text.

C) The space between individual letters within a word or phrase.
D) The slant of italicized letters.
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18. What significant contribution to typography is John Baskerville credited with in
the 18th century?

A) Inventing the first sans-serif typeface.

B) Developing a more refined and legible style of serif typeface with increased contrast and
thinner serifs.

C) Creating the first digital font.
D) Standardizing the point system for type measurement.

19. A 'script' typeface is characterized by:

A) Uniform stroke width and geometric shapes.

B) Mimicking handwriting or calligraphy, often with connecting strokes.
C) Heavy, block-like serifs.

D) Absence of any decorative strokes.
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