
Celestial Cartography Basics
Cartography  ·  Answer Key  ·  18 Questions

1. Which planet is known as the 'Red Planet' due to its iron oxide surface, making it
a prominent feature on many celestial maps?

A) Venus

B) Mars
C) Jupiter

D) Saturn

2. What is the name of the large, dark, flat plains on the Moon, often depicted as
seas on older maps?

A) Craters

B) Valleys

C) Maria
D) Volcanoes

3. Which celestial object is a large, glowing ball of gas, like our Sun, that is a
fundamental component of star charts?

A) Nebula

B) Galaxy

C) Asteroid

D) Star

4. What system of imaginary lines is used by astronomers to map the positions of stars
and other celestial objects in the sky?

A) Latitude and Longitude

B) Equator and Prime Meridian

C) Celestial Sphere
D) Tectonic Plates

5. Which planet has the most prominent and extensive ring system, a feature often
highlighted in planetary maps?

A) Uranus

B) Neptune

C) Jupiter

D) Saturn
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6. What is the name for a collection of billions of stars, gas, and dust held together
by gravity, which are the largest structures mapped in the universe?

A) Solar System

B) Constellation

C) Galaxy
D) Nebula

7. What is the imaginary line that divides Earth into the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres, a key reference for celestial mapping?

A) Prime Meridian

B) Tropic of Cancer

C) Equator
D) Arctic Circle

8. Which large gas giant planet is famous for its Great Red Spot, a persistent storm
often marked on solar system maps?

A) Saturn

B) Mars

C) Venus

D) Jupiter

9. What is the term for a small, rocky or metallic body that orbits the Sun, some of
which are found in a belt between Mars and Jupiter?

A) Comet

B) Meteor

C) Asteroid
D) Planetoid

10. Which is the largest planet in our solar system, a massive gas giant that occupies
a significant space on maps?

A) Saturn

B) Neptune

C) Uranus

D) Jupiter

11. What are the patterns of stars in the night sky that have been given names, often
forming recognizable shapes on star charts?

A) Galaxies

B) Nebulae

C) Constellations
D) Star Clusters
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12. What is the primary celestial body around which all planets in our solar system
orbit?

A) The Moon

B) The Sun
C) Earth

D) The Milky Way

13. Which planet is closest to the Sun and appears as a small, bright dot in most
solar system diagrams?

A) Venus

B) Earth

C) Mercury
D) Mars

14. What is the name of our home galaxy, a spiral galaxy that is the subject of much
astronomical mapping?

A) Andromeda

B) Triangulum

C) Milky Way
D) Whirlpool

15. What are the frozen, rocky bodies that orbit the Sun and develop a glowing tail
when they approach it, sometimes appearing on detailed sky maps?

A) Asteroids

B) Meteors

C) Comets
D) Satellites

16. Which planet is known for its extreme tilt, causing it to rotate on its side and
appear unusually oriented on planetary maps?

A) Neptune

B) Saturn

C) Uranus
D) Jupiter

17. What is the term for a region of spacetime exhibiting such strong gravitational
effects that nothing--not even particles and electromagnetic radiation such as
light--can escape from inside it, a concept mapped in theoretical cartography?

A) Nebula

B) Quasar

C) Black Hole
D) Supernova
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18. Which is the only planet in our solar system that is known to harbor life, a fact
central to all mapping of Earth?

A) Mars

B) Venus

C) Earth
D) Jupiter
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