
Exploring the World of Nursery Rhymes
Nursery Rhymes  ·  Answer Key  ·  20 Questions

1. The nursery rhyme 'Humpty Dumpty' is often interpreted as a metaphor for what
historical event or object?

A) The fall of the Roman Empire

B) The collapse of the Berlin Wall

C) The destruction of a medieval castle

D) The loss of Richard III's crown in battle

2. Which nursery rhyme features a character who is 'sitting on a wall' and 'had a
great fall'?

A) Jack and Jill

B) Little Miss Muffet

C) Humpty Dumpty
D) Mary Had a Little Lamb

3. The rhyme 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' is believed to have been inspired by a real
event involving what American educator?

A) Horace Mann

B) Mary Lyon

C) Sarah Josepha Hale
D) Catharine Beecher

4. In the rhyme 'Jack and Jill', what physical ailment does Jack suffer after falling
down the hill?

A) A broken leg

B) A sprained ankle

C) A broken crown
D) A bumped head

5. The rhyme 'Little Bo Peep' is about a shepherdess who loses her sheep. What does
she famously say she will do to them when she finds them?

A) Put them in a pen

B) Give them extra food

C) Leave them alone

D) Tie them up with ribbons
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6. Which nursery rhyme character is known for 'mending their socks' while sitting by
the fire?

A) Old Mother Hubbard
B) The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe

C) Miss Muffet

D) A farmer's wife

7. The rhyme 'Baa, Baa, Black Sheep' uses a dialogue between a sailor and a boy. What
percentage of wool does the boy claim to have for his master?

A) A quarter

B) A third
C) Half

D) All

8. The rhyme 'Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star' shares its melody with which other
well-known song?

A) Frère Jacques

B) Happy Birthday to You

C) The Alphabet Song
D) Row, Row, Row Your Boat

9. Which rhyme tells the story of a woman who punishes her many children by giving
them 'pudding'?

A) Hey Diddle Diddle

B) The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe
C) Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake

D) Three Blind Mice

10. The rhyme 'Hey Diddle Diddle' features a cat playing what musical instrument?

A) Violin
B) Harp

C) Lute

D) Flute

11. In 'Little Miss Muffet', what insect frightens her away from her curds and whey?

A) A spider
B) A bee

C) A fly

D) A beetle
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12. Which rhyme involves a farmer who 'went to the market to buy a pig'?

A) Old MacDonald Had a Farm

B) Farmer Giles

C) The Farmer in the Dell
D) This Little Piggy

13. The rhyme 'Ring Around the Rosie' is often mistakenly believed to be about the
Great Plague. What is the more accepted theory about its origin?

A) A religious ritual

B) A child's game
C) A protest song

D) A harvest celebration

14. Which character in 'Sing a Song of Sixpence' is baked into a pie?

A) Four and twenty blackbirds
B) A king

C) A queen

D) A maid

15. The rhyme 'Georgie Porgie' describes a character who 'kissed the girls and made
them cry'. What is he said to do to the farmer's daughter?

A) He tickled her

B) He chased her

C) He pulled her hair
D) He gave her a pie

16. In the rhyme 'The Muffin Man', where is the Muffin Man said to live?

A) On Drury Lane
B) On High Street

C) In the town square

D) Near the bakery

17. The rhyme 'Hickety, Pickety, My Black Hen' mentions a hen laying eggs. How many
eggs does she lay?

A) Three
B) Five

C) Seven

D) Ten

Quixly  |  This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



18. Which rhyme describes a tailor who 'cut off the legs of a butterfly'?

A) There Was a Crooked Man
B) The Tailor and the Mouse

C) The King of Hearts

D) A Little Old Man

19. The rhyme 'Polly Put the Kettle On' is often thought to be a reference to a
historical event or custom. What is a common interpretation of its origin?

A) A political meeting

B) A social gathering or tea party
C) A celebration of a new invention

D) A naval battle

20. What is the primary function of nursery rhymes in early childhood education,
beyond entertainment?

A) To teach complex mathematical concepts

B) To develop language skills, rhythm, and memory
C) To introduce advanced scientific principles

D) To instruct on historical warfare tactics
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