Public Speaking Essentials: General Knowledge Quiz

Public Speaking - Practice Test - 15 Questions

1. What is the historical term for the art of effective or persuasive speaking or
writing?

A) Grammar

B) Dialectic

C) Rhetoric

D) Semantics

2. Which ancient Greek philosopher is widely credited with establishing the
foundational principles of rhetoric in his treatise 'Rhetoric'?

A) Socrates
B) Plato

C) Aristotle
D) Euclid

3. What is the most common fear associated with public speaking?

A) Claustrophobia
B) Acrophobia

C) Glossophobia
D) Agoraphobia

4. What is the primary purpose of an informative speech?

A) To entertain the audience

B) To persuade the audience to adopt a viewpoint
C) To share knowledge or understanding

D) To debate a controversial topic

5. In public speaking, what does 'ethos' primarily refer to?

A) Emotional appeal

B) Logical reasoning

C) Speaker's credibility or character
D) Audience's shared values

6. What organizational pattern for a speech arranges main points by their occurrence
in time?

A) Spatial

B) Topical

C) Problem-solution

D) Chronological
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7. What is the term for adapting a speech to meet the perceived interests, needs, and
knowledge of the audience?

A) Self-reflection

B) Audience analysis
C) Topic selection

D) Delivery practice

8. Which element of nonverbal communication is crucial for establishing connection and
showing confidence with an audience?

A) Hand gestures
B) Posture

C) Eye contact
D) Vocal pitch

9. What is a 'thesis statement' in the context of a speech?

A) A summary of the introduction

B) The main conclusion of the speech

C) A clear, concise statement of the speech's central idea
D) An illustrative anecdote

10. What is the communication model that emphasizes the simultaneous sending and
receiving of messages and the influence of context?

A) Linear model

B) Interactive model

C) Transactional model
D) Mechanical model

11. What is a common recommendation for managing speaking anxiety before a speech?

A) Memorize the entire speech word-for-word
B) Focus on potential negative outcomes

C) Engage in deep breathing exercises

D) Avoid looking at the audience

12. What is the term for the distinctiveness of a speaker's voice, including its
timbre and resonance?

A) Articulation
B) Enunciation
C) Vocal quality
D) Pronunciation
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13. Which part of a speech is typically designed to grab the audience's attention and
state the speech's purpose?

A) The conclusion
B) The body

C) The transition
D) The introduction

14. What is a logical fallacy that involves attacking the character, motive, or other
attribute of a person, rather than the substance of their argument?

A) Straw man

B) Slippery slope
C) Ad hominem
D) False dilemma

15. What is the practice of delivering a speech without notes, relying entirely on
memory and improvisation?

A) Extemporaneous speaking
B) Manuscript speaking
C) Impromptu speaking
D) Memorized speaking
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