
Exploring the World of Architecture
Architecture  ·  Practice Test  ·  24 Questions

1. What is the primary purpose of a building's foundation?

A) To provide decoration

B) To support the weight of the building

C) To allow for easy renovations

D) To create a soundproof environment

2. Which architectural style is known for its pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and
flying buttresses?

A) Baroque

B) Renaissance

C) Gothic

D) Art Deco

3. What is the term for a large, open public space in a city, often surrounded by
buildings?

A) An alley

B) A plaza

C) A cul-de-sac

D) A bridge

4. Which ancient civilization is famous for its pyramids, such as those at Giza?

A) Roman

B) Greek

C) Egyptian

D) Mayan

5. What is a column called when it is attached to a wall for support or decoration?

A) A pillar

B) A pilaster

C) A pier

D) A pedestal

6. The Eiffel Tower in Paris is a famous example of which architectural era?

A) Medieval

B) Industrial Revolution

C) Ancient Roman

D) Modernist
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7. What is the main material used in traditional Japanese architecture for many homes?

A) Concrete

B) Steel

C) Wood

D) Brick

8. Which architectural element is used to admit light and air into a building?

A) A roof

B) A wall

C) A window

D) A floor

9. The Pantheon in Rome is known for its large, unreinforced concrete dome with an
oculus. What is an oculus?

A) A decorative fresco

B) A central opening

C) A supporting beam

D) A mosaic floor

10. Which architectural style emerged in the early 20th century, emphasizing geometric
shapes and streamlined forms?

A) Gothic Revival

B) Art Nouveau

C) Art Deco

D) Neoclassical

11. What is the term for a building designed to be environmentally friendly and
sustainable?

A) A smart building

B) A green building

C) A high-rise

D) A prefab building

12. The Sydney Opera House is a well-known example of which architectural style?

A) Modern Expressionist

B) Baroque

C) Bauhaus

D) Victorian
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13. What is a small, ornamental structure built in a garden, often for aesthetic
purposes?

A) A silo

B) A folly

C) A hangar

D) A tenement

14. Which of these is a structural element that spans an opening and supports weight
above it?

A) A wall

B) A roof

C) A beam

D) A foundation

15. The Taj Mahal in India is a magnificent example of which architectural style?

A) Islamic

B) Gothic

C) Romanesque

D) Brutalism

16. What is the process of designing and constructing buildings called?

A) Engineering

B) Sculpting

C) Architecture

D) Urban planning

17. Which architectural element is typically found at the top of a building's wall,
projecting outwards?

A) A plinth

B) A cornice

C) A lintel

D) A sill

18. The Colosseum in Rome, an ancient amphitheater, is a famous example of Roman
architecture known for its use of what?

A) Glass

B) Concrete and arches

C) Timber

D) Mud bricks
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19. What is the term for the outside surface of a building?

A) Interior

B) Elevation

C) Facade

D) Plan

20. Which architectural movement is characterized by its emphasis on functionality and
minimal ornamentation, often using geometric forms?

A) Baroque

B) Bauhaus

C) Romanticism

D) Victorian

21. What is the part of a building that separates rooms or encloses a space?

A) A floor

B) A ceiling

C) A wall

D) A roof

22. The Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, designed by Antoni Gaudí, is a famous example
of which style?

A) Art Deco

B) Gothic Revival

C) Art Nouveau / Modernisme

D) Neoclassical

23. What is the horizontal structural element that supports a floor or ceiling?

A) A column

B) A beam

C) A wall

D) A pillar

24. Which ancient civilization is credited with developing the Doric, Ionic, and
Corinthian orders of columns?

A) Egyptian

B) Greek

C) Roman

D) Mesopotamian
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